The Ministers Black Veil

The Ministers Black Veil is a short story
written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It was
first published in the 1836 edition of The
Token and Atlantic Souvenir, edited by
Samuel Goodrich. It later appeared in
Twice-Told Tales, a collection of short
stories by Hawthorne published in 1837.
The story begins with the sexton standing
in front of the meeting-house, ringing the
bell. He is to stop ringing the bell when the
Reverend Mr. Hooper comes into sight.
However, the congregation is met with an
unusual sight: Mr. Hooper is wearing a
black semi-transparent veil that obscures
all of his face but his mouth and chin from
view. This creates a stir among the
townspeople, who begin to speculate about
his veil and its significance. As he takes
the pulpit, Mr. Hoopers sermon is on secret
sin and is tinged, rather more darkly than
usual, with the gentle gloom of Mr.
Hoopers temperament. This topic concerns
the congregation who fear for their own
secret sins as well as their ministers new
appearance. After the sermon, a funeral is
held for a young lady of the town who has
died. Mr. Hooper stays for the funeral and
continues to wear his now more
appropriate veil. It is said that if the veil
were to blow away, he might be fearful of
her glance. Mr. Hooper says a few prayers
and the body is carried away. Two of the
mourners say that they have had a fancy
that the minister and the maidens spirit
were walking hand in hand. That night
another occasion arises, this time a joyous
onea wedding. However, Mr. Hooper
arrives in his veil again, bringing the
atmosphere of the wedding down to gloom.
By the next day, even the local children
are talking of the strange change that seems
to have come over their minister. Yet, no
one is able to ask Mr. Hooper directly
about the veil, except for his fiancee
Elizabeth. Elizabeth tries to be cheerful and
have him take it off. He will not do so,
even when they are alone together, nor will

Page 1

he tell her why he wears the veil.
Eventually, she gives up and tells him
goodbye, breaking off the engagement.
The one positive benefit of the veil is that
Mr. Hooper becomes a more efficient
clergyman, gaining many converts who
feel that they too are behind the black veil
with him. Dying sinners call out for him
alone. Mr. Hooper lives his life thus,
though he is promoted to Father, until his
death. According to the text, All through
life the black veil had hung between him
and the world: it had separated him from
cheerful brotherhood and womans love,
and kept him in that saddest of all prisons,
his own heart; and still it lay upon his face,
as if to deepen the gloom of his dark-some
chamber, and shade him from the sunshine
of eternity. Even though Elizabeth broke
off their engagement, she never marries
and still keeps track of the happenings of
Hoopers life from afar. When she finds out
that he is deathly ill she comes to his death
bed to be by his side. Elizabeth and the
Reverend ask him once again to remove
the veil, but he refuses. As he dies, those
around him tremble. He tells them in anger
not to tremble, not merely for him but for
themselves, for they all wear black veils.
Father Hooper is buried with the black veil
on his face.

The Ministers Black Veil / A Parable / The sexton stood in the porch of Milford meeting-house pulling lustily at the
bell-rope. The old people of the village cameAmbiguity in The Ministers Black Veil centers around the reasons that the
Reverend Mr. Hooper has donned the black veil and why he refuses to remove it,Complete summary of Nathaniel
Hawthornes The Ministers Black Veil. eNotes plot summaries cover all the significant action of The Ministers Black
Veil.The narrative point of view of Nathaniel Hawthornes The Ministers Black Veil is primarily third-person limited.
Hawthorne does steer his narrator intoThe Ministers Black Veil has 6206 ratings and 160 reviews. Bill said: First
published in The Token and Atlantic Souvenir (1836), The Ministers BlackIn this story, the wind seems to be symbolic
of the feelings of Mr. Hoopers congregation. The first time the wind is mentioned by the narrator is during theNeed help
with The Ministers Black Veil in Nathaniel Hawthornes The Ministers Black Veil? Check out our revolutionary
side-by-side summary and analysis.D ECAUSE HAWTHORNE iS always very much the same and yet also. JD
surprisingly varied, one way of understanding The Ministers. Black Veil, as with anyBefore I subject The Ministers
Black Veil to such an investiga- tion, it might be useful to sketch briefly the generally accepted theories about the moral
dynamicsThe theme of The Ministers Black Veil is that secret sin exists in people, and they are hypocritical about their
sins, pretending that they are guileless. - 10 min - Uploaded by EnglishGuyinTexasThis is a commentary on the short
story by Hawthorne and is intended for educational use only.The Ministers Black Veil: A Parable ist eine
Kurzgeschichte des amerikanischen Schriftstellers Nathaniel Hawthorne. Es liegen mehrere Ubersetzungen ins - 30 min
- Uploaded by FULL audio books for everyoneA collection of fifteen (Audio Book) stories featuring ghoulies, ghosties,
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long- leggedy beasties In this lesson, you will read a summary of Nathaniel Hawthornes nineteenth-century short story
The Ministers Black Veil. You will then readThe Ministers Black Veil: A Parable. [1] The sexton stood in the porch of
Milford meeting-house, pulling busily at the bell-rope. The old people of the village cameGet all the key plot points of
Nathaniel Hawthornes The Ministers Black Veil on one page. From the creators of SparkNotes.
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